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Course Description 
Introduction to the relationship between linguistic theory and children’s grammars. 
 
Course Requirements 

• Assigned readings. Please be prepared to discuss readings as indicated for each class meeting. 
Participation in classroom discussion is a valuable part of the learning process.  

• By the Tuesday (midnight) prior to each class, students should post on HuskyCT a comment or 
question about the reading(s) assigned for that week. This can be something that wasn’t clear, 
something that wasn’t convincing, or a reaction to the claims (theoretical or empirical), for 
example. These comments and questions will be included in the discussion for each week. 

• Student project formulating and examining a question in language acquisition (see separate 
document for detailed information). 

o A written proposal for the project is due Oct. 31.  
o Each student will give a brief presentation of their project to the class Nov. 29 or Dec. 6. 
o The written paper is due Dec. 13. 

 
Communication 
If you have questions about anything in the course (or related matters) you can raise them during class, or 
you can feel free to meet with me outside of class (my office is in OAK 352; you can try dropping by, but 
it’s usually best to ask me for an appointment). I’m also quite reachable by email: diane.lillo-
martin@uconn.edu 
 
Schedule (subject to adjustment) 
[Papers indicated in square brackets are optional] 
 
THE CHOMSKIAN PERSPECTIVE 
Aug. 30 The Logical Problem of Language Acquisition: Children know more than the input provides. 

The Chomskian solution is to posit innate knowledge which guides acquisition. 
 Readings: Chomsky (1965, chapter 1; especially sections 4 – 8) 
 
Sept. 6 No class (GALA conference) 
 
THE PARAMETER-SETTING MODEL 
Sept. 13 Parameter-setting as an account of the time-course of language development. 
 Readings: Chomsky (1981, chapter 1); Snyder & Lillo-Martin (2011) [Chomsky (1986, 

chapter 1)] 
 
THE NATURE OF THE INPUT 
Sept. 20 Is the assumption that the input is insufficient well-grounded? 
 Readings: Newport, Gleitman & Gleitman (1977); Thomas (2002) 
 
Sept. 27 Arguments that it’s in the input after all. 
 Readings: Aslin & Newport (2012) 



 
AREAS OF EARLY ACQUISITION 
Oct. 4 Evidence that (in some ways) children know more than the input provides, from early on – 

acquisition is ‘as if instantaneous’. 
 Readings: Crain (1991 target article; commentaries optional) 
 
WHEN ACQUISITION IS NOT INSTANTANEOUS – PROPOSED EXPLANATIONS 
Oct. 11 Competence or performance? [null subjects] 
 Readings: Hyams (1986, chapter 3); Valian (2016); [Bloom (1990)] 
 
Oct. 18 How does the learning of morphology affect language acquisition? [optional infinitives] 
 Readings: Wexler (1998); Grinstead (2016) 
 
Oct. 25 Do children adopt non-target parameter settings? [WH-questions] 
 Readings: McDaniel et al. (1995); Thornton (2016) 
 
 Project proposal due Tuesday, Oct. 31 
 
Nov. 1 Are there delays in pragmatic development? [principle B] 
 Readings: Chien & Wexler (1990); Baauw (2016) 
 
Nov. 8 Guest lecture: William Snyder 
 Does grammar undergo maturation? [passives] 
 Readings: Borer & Wexler (1987); Snyder & Hyams (2015); [Becker & Kirby (2016)]  
 
BIOLOGICAL FACTORS PROVIDING EVIDENCE FOR THE CHOMSKIAN PERSPECTIVE 
Nov. 15 Critical period effects and genetic factors 
 Readings: Newport (1990); Guasti (2002, chapter 11); [Ganger (2016)] 
 
Nov. 22 Thanksgiving recess 
 
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
Nov. 29 Presentation of student projects  
 
Dec. 6 Presentation of student projects 
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